Porcupine Tree (opening act Tunnels)
May 18 , 2005
Somerville Theatre
Somerville , MA
 

Despite getting pretty badly turned around in Somerville as a result, mostly, of another bang-up job by Mapquest, we arrived on time and even found a spot in the municipal parking lot not far from the theatre.  In the small lobby, the usual swag was available.  A variety of Porcupine TreeT CD's of various formats, and assorted releases were spread about on tables and the apparel seemed to be almost all Deadwing related.  CD's priced higher than online retail with shipping included! Yikes! The hooded and zippered sweatshirt was tempting but I passed at $45.00.
 

Tunnels started at about 8:15 and performed 4-6 "songs" (hard to say really how many tunes) until about 9:05.  I am not the best judge of Tunnels music.  Their skill and expertise is beyond question, but the lack of structure and melody in the selections was difficult for me to follow.  I am sure that aficionados would dispute that these offerings were lacking in any way and I won't debate the point any further.  Tunnels was very well received by the crowd.  Percy Jones looked good, he played very well as far as I could tell but the mix, or the acoustics, in the old theatre rendered the clarity of his instrument almost beyond my ability to hear.  The "Vibesman" and drummer came through clearly but Percy's low end runs often got lost, at least they did before they reached me.  
 

After 25 minutes or so of downtime, featuring one very busy Tech/music director tuning guitars and placing water, and set-lists around the stage etc., (all the while Tunnels was breaking down their own equipment); the old hall filled to capacity (yes it was a sellout) and
PT took the stage at 9:25 or so to a strong ovation.  SW arriving on stage last and receiving the biggest applause.  
 

The opening samples of "Deadwing" from Barbieri's rig started and the guitars took off immediately.  Gavin's drumming pushes this band towards areas that maybe some of the old time faithful would prefer that he (and SW) would choose not to go but, all of PT seemed to be going there together and I for one am happy to tag along.   By the way, Gavin looked pissed or morose or grouchy or something all night....the rest of the band appeared to be in fine spirits though.  Maybe that was just me.  His playing suffered not at all and maybe that's just his game face.
"Deadwing"  the song benefits from live performance, the assault of the guitar riff really powers the listener in a live setting.   It's not my favorite tune off the disc but it's strong as a set opener.  
 

"The Sound of Muzak" followed to a roar of approval from the crowd.  On the downside, this was the first chance to really hear the vocal mix for SW and it suffered some, at least from my seat. The clarity of his singing came in distinctly at some points throughout the night and then at others it was a strain to hear the lyrics.  This is a great tune though and it was fantastic to hear it performed again.
 

"Lazarus" next, and this (again) was much stronger live than the recording on disc.  The ballad was accompanied by a somewhat nostalgic rear projection/slide show (some might say wimpy???) of children and their families from the 50's and before.  I think it was  before this song that SW explained some of the story of the screenplay that Deadwing is based on.  Briefly, as best I can recall, its about a character whose destiny is irretrievably altered for the worse by a tragic event in his/her childhood.  SW is looking for $3-5 million to produce it as a film  There were no takers last night.  He also wondered if any of us were planning to attend the Star Wars premiere later that night.  Funny guy.  And one of the great artists of our time.  Really.
 

Then came another guitar assault, "Shallow". I like "Shallow" but I think SW rather blatantly threw that together for commercial airplay.  It was well performed, I enjoyed screaming "shallow!" along with SW at the appropriate moments. 
 

"A Smart Kid" is now a PT live staple and came next.  Barbieri's unique soundscapes really come out in "A Smart Kid".  It is a beautiful piece and they do it well.  I know many are tired of its inclusion in the set list, but i liked it quite a bit last night.
 

Speaking of the "fanbase", a good segment of them go into rapture for "Hatesong" which was next.  Not my favorite.  I liked parts of it and Gavin really pushed this tune as did Colin.  They seem to like to play this one.  The extended jam in the middle of "Hatesong" is obviously a highlight of the set for them. I would prefer "Dark Matter", but they didn't ask me.
 

"Fadeaway" followed and it was sung by John Wesley, the second guitarist and harmonic vocalist for PT on tour.  He does a superb job with those duties but I missed SW's lead vocal on one of my favorites from the back catalogue.  Great to hear it, but Wesley as substitute for SW made it overall a disappointment.
 

At some point in the show PT performed "Arriving Somewhere not Here" from Deadwing and I have lost track of exactly where it was placed in the set.  So let's say it was here OK?  This tune, as SW said in preface, is the centerpiece of "Deadwing" .  It was fantastic, perhaps the highlight of the show.  The song has so many changes, in mood, texture, tone, and volume and the playing and vocal performance all were incredible.  An instant classic. 
 

Then came "Halo and "The Start of Something Beautiful" .   TSOSB was better live than on disc for me (again! this seems to be a theme??) .  The chorus is especially poignant but, I hate to use the word poignant so let's pretend I didn't OK?
 

Oh yes and SW messed up the words to "Halo" .  He had a nice laugh about it.  "Halo"'s rear slide/projections were very well done in particular.   But as regards this particular section of the set  I feel a bit unlucky because tomorrow (or whenever their next show is) the audience will get to hear "Mellotron Scratch" and Glass Arm Shattering"  my favorites off Deadwing.  They toggle those 2 with the TSOSB and I think "Fadeaway".  But no complaint from me, its always top of the list to see PT no matter what!l!
 

The Deadwing material was finished at this point and the band concluded the concert with four "older" tunes: they were; "Blackest Eyes", and "Even Less" which closed the show.  Then the encores of "Shesmovedon" and "Trains".  Both band and audience had a fabulous time with this four song concluding segment.  The show lasted maybe 1:45 minutes or so. I may have missed a tune but I don't think so.  If I did please correct the record so to speak!
 

The band was tight and SW is such an engaging performer.  And of course the tunes are timeless and inspiring.  Its reported that they plan to return in October.  If so I will be there. 
 

Jim Hankin
